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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

Aug 14:   New Writing Group 10:00 am
Aug 15: CIG Meeting 10 am
Aug 26: General Meeting 7:00 pm
Sep 5: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am
Sep 10: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm

MCGS General Meeting, Aug 26, 2015, at 7:00 pm
“Lies, Lies, and More Lies, and DNA”

Presented by Jeffrey Vaillant

Jeffrey will first of all tell us about the research he 
conducted to discover that there had been a change in 
the family surname. He will then focus on his search 
to find a donor willing to be Y-DNA tested so that he 
could solve his problem.
Do you have a similar situation? Do you want a 
chance to compare notes about convincing potential 
cousins to take a DNA test? Jeffrey is an engaging 
speaker who will entertain you with the discussion of 
his journey.

Jeffrey Vaillant is Past President of the California 
Genealogical Society, and  currently President of the 
Sonoma County Genealogy Society.
   
Please Welcome Our New Member:
Dr. Lenore Gordon of San Rafael; 
researching Eisner and Hall.

New “Writing Group” Meeting Friday Aug 14, 
2015, LDS Church, San Rafael, 10:00 am - Noon
If you don’t write down the stories you have heard 
or been told in your family……..who will?  Not sure 
how you want to write your story?  Get some sugges-
tions from pros. Come with your ideas.....but come.  
For more details, contact  
Susan Trumbull (415-897-1617) or Shirley Hudson

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, Aug 15, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael

10:00 am - Noon
Topic: “Open Forum”

Members are on their own to discuss and share
their research and ask questions about genealogy 

and/or computers.

Saturday Breakfast, Sep 5, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on a Saturday each month at Star Res-
taurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am. 
Join us for food and discussion. 

DNA Group
There will be no meeting of the DNA Group

in July or August.
Next Meeting Thursday, Sep  10, 2015

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Check out the updated DNA Group Page

MCGS General Meeting, Sep 23, 2013, at 7:00pm
“Our Annual Workshop Meeting”

Stay tuned for more details.

Events continued on page 2
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Upcoming Events

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Aug 15, 2015, Noon to 2:30 pm.
“Family History Center - Library Tour”
Take the tour and learn about the history, the hold-
ings, and the help available to you!
1725 Peterson Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
More information.

SFBAJGS Sunday, Oct 4, 2015, 3:00 - 5:00 pm.
“Beyond Passenger Lists: Documenting 20th-cen-
tury Immigrant Lives ”  By Zack Wilske, USCIS   
USCIS Historian Zack Wilske will use case studies to 
introduce researchers to a variety of historical fed-
eral immigration and naturalization records available 
through the USCIS Genealogy Program and from the 
National Archives. Topics will include naturalization 
records, alien registration records, immigrant visa 
files, and other records.
Oakland FamilySearch Library
4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA  
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

San Mateo County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Nov 7, 2015.
“All day Fall Seminar on DNA”
Presented by Angie Bush, MS (Biotechnology), 
BS (Molecular Biology).
Angie is a professional genetic genealogist who has 
been researching her own family since she was 8, She 
specializes is using DNA and traditional genealogy 
to break down brick walls. She uses her expertize to 
unite adoptees with their birth parents using Auto-
somal DNA testing.
2825 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo, CA 94403
Check here later for more information.

Blog Spot

“Irish Catholics can now trace ancestry online 
back to 1740s”

Robert Kehrer discusses new directions in  “Family-
Search Transformations”

Blaine Bettinger tells about  “Creating DNA Circles 
– Exploring the Use of “Genetic Networks” in 
Genetic Genealogy”

Events continued from page 1 Judy Russell explaiins about “Getting that SSN” and 
“More SSN info” plus this from “Israel Pikholz”

Lisa Louise Cooke tells  “How to Reconstruct Your 
Early Childhood Memories and Stories”

Roberta Estes explains why you need to look at your 
“Family Tree DNA New Privacy Settings”

Roberta Estes provides answers to common questions 
in “Autosomal DNA Testing 101 – What Now?” 
and “ – Tips and Tricks for Contact Success”

Melvyn Collier tells about “Repairing Broken Ties: 
DNA Finds Aunt Barsilla ”

Please Welcome the New Officers for 2015 - 16

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart
Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Patricia McEntee

   

 On my father’s side I was in the third generation 
of my family to be born in the city of San Francisco.  I 
was born on March 17, 1938.  For family reasons I was 
to have been named Alice, but the event of my birth on 
St. Patrick’s Day led to a change.  One of the Sisters at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital brought me from the delivery room 
and placed me in my father’s arms saying: “This is little 
Patricia”.  My dad always said that he thought he would be 
struck dead if he dared to change that.  At the time he was 
a Police Inspector in San Francisco and well acquainted 
with the newspapers.  I became front page news complete 
with a picture.  The name Patricia Shea, born on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, was not passed up.  
 My younger sister and I grew up in a closely knit 
family.  My parents and grandparents built flats on 15th 
Ave.  We were upstairs and my dad’s parents were down-
stairs.  Our lives were closely intertwined and the stories 
about my grandparents past lives became a strong part of 
my heritage.
 When I was very young, my father’s ROTC Com-
mission was activated and he was suddenly an Army Intel-
ligence Officer living in  Fort McClellan Alabama.  My 
mother was gutsy enough to join him by taking two cross 
country train trips, alone, with two very small children.  
When we could no longer stay with my father, we returned 
to San francisco and lived with his parents.  I started kin-
dergarten speaking like a “southerner”.  
 My husband sometimes introduces me as “the 
oldest living graduate” of Mercy High.  I was fortunate 
enough to be a part of Mercy’s first class.  To this day, 
those of us who were “Mercy Pioneers “ have a close 
bond.  I attended college at Lone Mountain, better known 
as the San Francisco College for Women.  Today it is a 
part of the University of San Francisco.  My husband Tom 
was a student at USF when we met and we shared the 
college experience.  We were married on Dec. 26, 1960, 
and were beginning teachers in San Francisco at the same 
time.  Tom accepted a position at Drake High School in 
San Anselmo and the next year we moved to Fairfax with 
two young sons.  Two more children followed and we are 

still there.  When the children were old enough I returned 
to school at Sonoma State and obtained a Credential in 
Special Education and a Resource Specialist Credential.  I 
was a Special Ed. teacher for Santa Rosa City Schools.
 Retirement gave me time to explore some of the 
mysteries in my family genealogy.  Tom has been work-
ing on his family story so I have devoted time to mine.  
My heritage is Irish but I was not raised being proud of it.  
Both my father’s parents and my own mother had some 
bad experiences with their Irish relatives.  I think, I now 
understand their feelings. My husband is a first genera-
tion American born of Irish parents.  They were extremely 
proud of their heritage and I have learned enough and trav-
eled enough to be a part of that.
 My dad’s mother was born Rose Bresnahan in 
Lowell, Massachusetts in 1868.  Her father Patrick had 
been injured in the Civil War and died a few months before 
she was born.  I have found her grandparents living in 
Massachusetts in the 1860 Census with 6 children.  When 
I searched for their entrance to America I found all of 
them at different times on different ships. They were true 
famine Irish earning money and sending for the next fam-
ily member.  I have traced them back to 1810 in Kerry and 
1793 in Cork.  As many Irish did they worked in the mills 
in Lowell.  It was a hard life and my grandmother never 
forgot the signs that said that Irish need not apply.  That 
is why she would never admit to being Irish.  Her mother 
remarried and the step father went West to California. He 
settled in San Luis Obispo and sent for them. My grand-
mother ofter talked of the train ride West, it could not have 
been too many years after the Golden Spike.  At 12 she 
was orphaned and an uncle in San Luis Obispo refused to 
help her.  A wealthy English family in Arroyo Grande took 
her in as a servant to help raise their baby.  As it turned out  
they educated her and helped her raise her baby brother.  
She never forgot their generosity and when she married 
my grandfather she traveled to Arroyo Grande and was 
married in their home in 1900. Last May I was in Arroyo 
Grande, contacted their Genealogical Society and got some 
amazing help researching the family, Edgar and Emma 
Steele, who helped her..  
 My Dad’s father, John Shea, was born in San Fran-
cisco in 1870.  An obituary helped me trace his father’s 
birth to Tipperary in 1838.  My grandfather would not 
talk about him and exactly why is a mystery.  His mother 
Johanna O’Brien is another story.  He loved and respected 
her and had her picture displayed until the day he died.  
The Heritage Center in Tipperary helped me trace her birth 
to 1848.  That was famine time in Ireland.  I traced her to 



New York and on to Panama.  She walked the Isthmus with 
her sister and got another boat to San Francisco.  She mar-
ried Edmund Shea at St. Joseph’s Church in San Francisco 
in 1867.  She was so young they must have known each 
other in Tipperary.  They had 6 children but something 
happened and at the age of 12 my grandfather was the 
sole support of the family.  He went to work for Kingwell 
Brothers Machine Shop and learned the Machinist trade.  
He was still working for them when he died at the age of 
82.
 My father was an only child born in 1902 in San 
Francisco.   He had strong memories of the 1906 Earth-
quake and Fire.  He became a Pharmacist and was doing 
well when the Depression hit hard.  He joined the San 
Francisco Police Department because they got regular 
paychecks.  He married my mother in 1931 and served as 
an Army Officer in WWII.  He later returned to Pharmacy 
and doted on his two girls.  Grandchildren were a special 
part of his life.
 My mother’s family story pushed my interest in 
research.  Her father was born in Macroom, Cork, Ireland 
in 1863.  I have traced his family back to 1793 in County 
Cork.  He emigrated to New York in 1895 and worked 
as a carpenter and as an artist.  His paintings hung in the 
New York Metropolitan Museum.  In 1903, he married my 
grandmother, Mary Dowe, in Manhattan.  She was also 
from Macroom, Cork Ireland.  My Aunt told me to look 
for the crossroad of Macroom and Coachford if I ever got 
to visit there.  That is where they would sneak out meet 
as very young people.  She also immigrated in 1895 and 
worked as a maid in Manhattan.  I have traced her family 
back to 1835 in Cork.  They had 5 children.  My mother 
was the oldest.  They must have been successful for I do 
have some wonderful pictures.  My grandmother died in 

Solution to the Aug 2015 Mystery Location 
Hotel Bon Air, Larkspur.
This historic hotel was a resort along Corte 
Madera Creek, near the present-day Marin 
General Hospital. The 1907 vacation guide 
issued by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 
described it as a “modern hotel located in the 
heart of scenic Ross Valley. Only 5 minutes 
walk from Escalle station, on a little niche 
overlooking the entire Ross Valley. From its 
veranda can be obtained a grand view of Mt. 
Tamalpais and the surrounding evergreen hills. 
Salt water bathing, distant 2 minutes from the 
hotel. Rates $10.00 and upwards per week.”
In 1902, the San Francisco Call described how 
Independence Day was celebrated over 2 days 
in a truly patriotic way by guests at the hotel.
Read more in this article.

1914 after the birth of her 5th child.  In 1917 my grand-
father died leaving these children as orphans.  Two Irish 
aunts placed them all in an orphanage in White Plains New 
York.  My mother never forgave this.  An aunt in Califor-
nia wanted to help so my mother and her younger brother 
were sent to California on the Orphan Train.  Two sisters 
remained in the orphanage and one was adopted out.  I 
have been trying to find her but so far I have not been suc-
cessful.  The four remaining siblings did not reunite until 
World War ll brought travel for many families.
 Tom and I have been enjoying retirement, with our 
children and grandchildren as the primary focus.  We lost 
our son Steve to cancer and have not recovered from that.  
Our boys all graduated from Cal Poly and our daughter 
from Chico.  Our oldest grandchild will start Cal Poly in 
the fall,  Five are in high school, two are in middle school, 
and our youngest is in grade school.  We are both involved 
in volunteer activities and family research.  I do hope to 
find my mother’s sister.

Marin County Divorce Records
A greatly expanded set (220 pages) of Divorce Re-
cords covering the years 1900 to 2010, extracted by 
Cathy Gowdy from newspapers, has been placed on 
our website in the Premium Content area.

Marin Mystery Location
This building in Marin no longer exists. Do you know 
what and where it was, and what is there now?
Courtesy Anne T. Kent California Room, 
Marin County Free Library.    
The solution is upside down below. 

https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/6278
https://maringensoc.wildapricot.org/Marin-County-Divorces
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